
Spurgeon Took a Stand
purgeon was a fun da men tal ist.  He not only be -
lieved the great fun da men tals of the Faith, but he
fought for them.  

1. The great Eng lish prince of preach ers took his
church, the larg est Bap tist church in the world, out of the
Brit ish Bap tist Un ion be cause of proven mod ern ism and
un be lief of some of the members.

2. He said, “as soon as I saw, or thought I saw,
that er ror had be come firmly es tab lished, I did not de lib er -
ate, but quit ted the body at once.  Since then my coun sel
has been, ‘Come ye out from among them.’” That was Oc -
to ber, 1887.

3. The prin ci pal Bap tist lead ers, in clud ing Dr.
Gill, the pres i dent, and Dr. Al ex an der Maclaren, who
wrote the sev en teen-vol ume set Ex po si tion of the Holy
Scrip tures which are used around the world, led the fight
against Spurgeon.  The Un ion voted pub licly to cen sure
him, with only seven men fail ing to vote for the censure.

4. Spurgeon was shock ingly slan dered, mis un -
der stood, mis quoted.  He lost friends of a life time.  His
prin ci pal fi nan cial sup porter for sook him.

5. The abuse and grief of the per se cu tion broke
his heart, and he said it has tened his death.  But he never
wa vered.

Mr. Spurgeon did not say that all of the mem bers or
even the ma jor ity of them de nied the Bi ble, but he said that 
some per sons are al lowed to re main in the Un ion who
were guilty of these of fences, de ny ing the fun da men tals of 
the Faith.

In The Sword and the Trowel later, Mr. Spurgeon said: 

I have taken a deep in ter est in the strug gles of the
or tho dox breth ren, but I have never ad vised those
strug gles nor en ter tained the slight est hope of
their suc cess.  My course has been of an other

kind.  As soon as I saw that er ror had be come
firmly es tab lished, I did not de lib er ate, but quit ted 
the body at once.  Since then my coun sel has
been, “Come ye out from among them.”

The Bi ble says that the Chris tian ought not have fel -
low ship with the un be liever and the be liever has no busi -
ness fellow ship ping with in fi dels.

The Bi ble says, “Come out from among them, and be
ye sep a rate.”  So Spurgeon came out.  

Spurgeon, speak ing on “Our Ur gent Ne ces si ties:
(Spurgeon: An All Round Min is try, The Ban ner of Truth
Trust Pub lish ers) on page 311 says:

As to your selves, I would rec om mend en tire sep a -
ra tion from those who would be likely to in jure
your spir i tual life.  I would no more as so ci ate with 
one who de nied the faith than with a drunk ard or a 
thief.  I would guard my spir i tu als as jeal ously as
my mor als.  A loyal man is not at home in the
com pany of trai tors.  There are as so ci a tions with
the un godly into which we must needs go, un less
we get out of the world al to gether; but there are
oth ers which are op tional, and here we should
dare to be scru pu lous.  A godly min is ter once said
of a cer tain preacher, “I would not per mit such a
man to en ter my pul pit.  I am as jeal ous of my pul -
pit as of my bed.”  I do not think he was too rigid. 
We should guard our selves against com pro mis ing 
the truth of God by as so ci a tion with those who do
not hold it, es pe cially at such a time as this.  …

“Blessed are ye, when men shall re vile you, and per -
se cute you, and shall say all man ner of evil against you
falsely, for my sake.  Re joice, and be ex ceed ing glad; for
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great is your re ward in heaven;
for so per se cuted they the proph -
ets which were be fore you. 

Dr. John R. Rice
Selected

THE BIBLE

This Book con tains the mind
of God, the state of man, the way
of sal va tion, the doom of sin ners
and the hap pi ness of be liev ers.

Its doc trines are holy, its pre -
cepts are bind ing, its his to ries are 
true, and its de ci sions are im mu -
ta ble.

Read it to be wise, be lieve it
to be safe and prac tice it to be
holy.

It con tains light to di rect
you, food to sup port you and
com fort to cheer you.

It is the trav eler’s Map, the
pil grim’s Staff, the pi lot’s Com -
pass, the sol dier’s Sword and the
Chris tian’s Char ter.

Here par a dise is re stored,
Heaven opened and the gates of
Hell dis closed.

Christ is its grand Ob ject,
our good its de sign and the glory
of God its end.

It should fill the mem ory,
rule the heart and guide the feet.

Read it slowly, fre quently
and prayer fully.  It is a Mine of
wealth, a Par a dise of glory and a
River of plea sure.

It is given you in life, will be
open in the judg ment and will be
re mem bered for ever.

It in volves the high est re -
spon si bil ity, will re ward the
great est la bor and will con demn
all who tri fle with its sa cred con -
tents.

Unknown
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Man Reaps What 
He Sows

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked.  For
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap.  For he that soweth unto his own flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
eternal life.  And let us not be weary in well-
doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we

faint not.”  Gal. 6:7-9

There is a com fort ing prom ise for the peo ple of God
in these words; but there is also a warn ing of re spon si bil -
ity and judg ment to all men.  

No one is re lieved of the re spon si bil ity by re fus ing to
do any thing ei ther good or bad.  Whether we want to or
not, we are all sow ers that scat ter hand fuls of seed in the
large field of life.  If the man is good, he will scat ter good
seed; but if he is wicked, the seed will also be so.  We our -
selves, as well as oth ers, reap the re sults of our sowing.

The most no to ri ous thief in prison to day pos si bly be -
gan his ca reer of steal ing by tak ing cook ies from his
mother’s pan try.  The sin ful seed of thiev ery grew un til he
be came a reck less robber.

This in ex o ra ble law is op er a tive in all ar eas of life.  He 
who be gins to use foul words will soon have his mouth
full of pro fan ity and ob scen ity.  Be fore long he will be a
slave to habit and will not even be aware of his filthy
speech.  If a man reads noth ing but lewd nov els and li cen -
tious lit er a ture, he will be come a part of what he reads. 
Loose speech and vile read ing re sult in im moral liv ing. 
The first glass of li quor was the seed that de vel oped into
drunk en ness.  He who loi ters on the street cor ner to stare
at the im moral woman is stand ing on the brink of a grave;
un less he has tens away he will soon be lying in it.

When I was a boy I heard much cor rupt talk.  These
words have fol lowed me un til to day and will prob a bly do
so un til my dy ing day.  I may think I have for got ten them
com pletely; then all at once they bob up into my con scious 
mind.  They even dart into my quiet mo ment in the prayer
cham ber when I in a spe cial way want to be alone with
God.

Where does all this wick ed ness re side in us all the
while it seems to have van ished?  Alas, it is lodged in the
soul; with out warn ing it co mes to the sur face and tempts
us to sin.  Our soul is a mar vel ous mech a nism.  It is like a
re cord ing ma chine which catches ev ery sound.  Ev ery ex -
pe ri ence we have is in er adi cably in scribed on the sen si tive 
re cep tor of the soul.  Years later the “mu sic” is played
back to us; at times it is played in the pres ence of oth ers,
and thus it is inscribed in their souls also.

It is a se ri ous mat ter to be a hu man be ing.
Tre men dous pow ers are con cealed in the wa ter fall;

where has it all come from?  It has been made by the wa ter
which drop by drop has fallen from the sky.

Our life is made up of “drops” which have been “drip -
ping: into our soul, one by one.  In time they be come a
pow er ful force for good or evil.  “What so ever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.”

If we look at life in city and coun try we see the same
law at work.  The stron gest of the young peo ple sets the
pace for the oth ers; the rest will be come as he is.  The lead -
ers set the ex am ple, and the oth ers fol low.  Ex am ples are
con ta gious; there is a great truth in the old ad age, “Tell me
who your friends are, and I will tell you what you are.”
The Bi ble puts it this way, “What so ever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.”

If all those peo ple who live their lives in sin and god -
less ness would  con sider this truth se ri ously, they would
surely be gin to feel some of the re spon si bil ity that is
theirs.  Per haps it might even lead them to re pen tance and
a new life.

We have more than a re minder of re spon si bil ity in our
text; it also con tains words of com fort.  The com fort is that 
if we per se vere in good work we shall reap fruit.  It is not
only evil which grows; God has prom ised that the good
shall bear fruit in us and through us.

You Chris tian fa thers and moth ers, you who try as
best you can to make the way of sal va tion plain to your
chil dren: You have a right to claim the prom ise that your
work shall bear fruit and that your chil dren shall be
saved…

There is a story of a mother who was on her death bed.  
When she re al ized that her hour of de par ture was near she
called her chil dren to her bed side and told them that she
had a trea sure hid den in a small box; it was her wish that
they should di vide it among them selves.  “Mother!”  ex -
claimed the chil dren; ”Have we not al ways been poor? 
What trea sure is this of which you speak?”  “It is my Bi -
ble,” re plied the mother.  “I have moist ened ev ery page
with my tears.”

She was the mother of Bartholomew Ziegenbalg, one
of the first Lu theran mis sion ar ies to In dia.

Many a mother with the Bi ble be fore her has shed
tears over her self and her chil dren.  Such have not wept in
vain.  Per haps you are one who has had such ex pe ri ences;
if so, do not lose hope.  God has given you a great prom ise.  
Let not your cour age fail as long as He is faith ful who has
prom ised.  Ziegenbalg’s mother went to her grave be fore
her son was saved; but He who prom ised that what so ever
a man sows that shall he also reap was still liv ing.  He is as
strong and gra cious as ever.

Per haps these words will reach a Chris tian fa ther or
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mother who just now are dis cour aged and bear a heavy
bur den in their heart be cause of their chil dren.  That which
presses most heavily upon your heart is that you did not do
as much as you might have done for the spir i tual wel fare of 
your chil dren.  That is in deed a crush ing bur den, and guilt
is most cer tainly there.  But as a child of God you have
asked and do ask for give ness also for this sin of omis sion;
that God will for give you is be yond doubt.  There fore you
must not let the judg ment crush you when God has re -
moved the guilt by His for give ness.  Con tinue to place
your self and your chil dren on God’s shoul ders; they are
strong enough for any burden…

The prom ise of fruit ful ness in God’s King dom is wo -
ven to gether with the warn ing against be com ing weary in
well-do ing.  A good be gin ning is like a fresh shoot with a
good root; a good end ing is the full-grown ear of grain. 
Many be gan well, but be came tired and gave up; the stem
was bro ken just when it was be com ing strong.  May not
that be your and my fate.  May we rather stand erect in
God’s field un til we are gar nered into His granary.

There is still fer tile soil in the souls for the seed of life. 
Sin ners will still lis ten to the proc la ma tion of the gos pel;
we have no rea son to be dis cour aged on that score.  As long 
as God has not re moved the can dle-stick from us we work
to do and a prom ise of fruit.

Take cour age, faint hearts!  Do not be come weary of
well-do ing!  Con tinue to work in your cor ner!  The day of
grace is still here, but “the night com eth when no man can
work.”  Our Lord and Sav ior will then take His faith ful ser -
vants to their rest with Him.

Work, for the night is com ing,
Work through the morn ing hours;
Work while the dew is spar kling,
Work ‘mid spring ing flow ers;
Work when the day grows brighter,
Work in the glow ing sun; 
Work, for the night is com ing,
When man’s work is done.

Taken from “Spirit and Power” by Ludvig Hope;
Translated by Dr. Iver Olson

The Patience Of Love
By T. F. Lock yer

Bishop Simpson re lates a re mark able in stance of the
work of a young man who started an in sti tu tion for the care 
and im prove ment of poor im be cile chil dren.  Among those 
brought to him was a lit tle boy, five years of age, who had
never made a vol un tary move ment, had never spo ken a
word, and had never given any look of rec og ni tion to a
friend.  He lay on the floor, a mass of flesh, with out even
the abil ity to turn him self over.  Such was the child brought 
to this school.

The teacher made ef fort af ter ef fort to get the slight est
rec og ni tion from his eye, or to pro duce the slight est vol un -
tary move ment; but in vain.  Un will ing, how ever, to yield,
he had the boy brought to his room, and he lay down be side 
him and read to him ev ery day for half an hour, hop ing that
some fa vor able in di ca tion might occur.  

One day, at the end of six months of un avail ing ef fort,
he was un usu ally weary, and did not read.  He soon dis cov -
ered that the child was un easy, and was try ing to move
him self a lit tle.  The thought flashed across his mind: “He
misses the sound of my voice.”  He brought his mouth near
the child’s hands, and, af ter re peated ef forts, the lit tle one
suc ceeded in plac ing his fin gers on the teacher’s lips, as if
to say, “Make that sound again.”  The teacher felt that from 
that mo ment his suc cess was as sured.  And, as the nar ra tive 
goes on to re late, only five years af ter that time the child
stood on a plat form, in the pres ence of in ter ested spec ta -
tors, and an swered with ready ac cu racy the ques tions of a
public examination.

The “pa tience of love” had con quered.  There is some -
thing for us to re mem ber.  This em pha sis on love in the
New Tes ta ment is not idle chat ter – it works!  Per haps this
is the best strat egy of ac tion we have as Chris tians – the pa -
tience of love can heal the wounds of a sick world.

Taken from “Grace Broadcaster”

REMEMBER FREEDOM IS
NEVER FREE!

Shake a vet er ans hand and don’t
for get to thank them!

Light on the Trinity

Tell me how in this room there are three
candles and but one light, and I will

explain to you the Trinity – the mode of
the divine existence.

John Wes ley
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Ignorant?
“Lest Sa tan should take ad van tage of us; for we are not ig no rant of his de vices.’” 

 2 Co rin thi ans 2:11

Be hold, there is a whole ‘ser mon’ in this one phrase!  
No tice to whose ad van tage ‘ig no rance’ is in Spir i tual
war fare!

Un fair, but some times we pos si bly iden tify ‘ig no -
rance’ with a ‘prob lem child.’  Now the dic tio nary ex -
plains ‘ig no rance’ as: “The con di tion of be ing ig no rant;
lack of knowl edge.”  But one def i ni tion of ‘ig no rant’ is
“Un aware or un in formed.”  You see a ‘prob lem child’ is
not one who can not learn, but re fuses to ex er cise/prac -
tice the knowl edge this per son has.

Ac tu ally a ‘wise per son’ is just the op po site, as they
make use of the knowl edge they pos sess.   For ex am ple:
A ‘be liever’ knows that they have a con tin ual NEED of
for give ness of their sin from a thrice HOLY GOD and if
they are not will ing to for give oth ers, nei ther shall they
be for given.  Spir i tu ally, ac cord ing to GOD, a per son
who does not ex er cise/prac tice what they know is God’s
will; in His vo cab u lary is a ‘fool’ or ‘fool ish’.  Mat thew
7:21-28 & Luke 12:13-21.

Keep ing the ‘text’ in mind we are to be mer ci ful and
ten der to wards those who are truly a pen i tent, re pen tant
sin ner.  It is so easy to be cold, rigid and se vere!  Also
oth er wise pos si bly Sa tan should get an ad van tage
against the pen i tent (Mat thew 3:9,Acts 26:16-20;
20:17-24), by driv ing him to de spair.  Sa tan is a sub tle
en emy and we should not be ig no rant of his de vices.

One of the first things Sa tan wants us to do is to ra -
tio nal ize sin and to look at sin lightly and make fun or
sport of sin & Sa tan; which Al mighty God never in -
tended us to do.   

Most cer tainly it is Scrip tural to take a va ca tion
(does n’t have to be lengthy or ex pen sive) or pe ri ods of
time to re lax, as Scrip ture is very clear we need times to
‘come apart and rest’; BUT Sa tan never takes a va ca tion
as he knows his time is short – so he is work ing over time!  
Rev e la tion 12:12.

Cer tainly in our own strength we are no match to Sa -
tan and he is en er getic in stab bing at faith and scat ter ing
doubt.  This he is ac cus tomed in do ing as we find the
same way back in Gen e sis chap ter three.  

BEING he can no lon ger get at JESUS, he is fo cused 
on un der min ing HIS WORD and/or the chil dren of God.  
“If the foun da tions are de stroyed, What can the righ -

teous do?” Psalm 11:3; BUT “For ever, O LORD, Your
word is set tled in heaven.  Your faith ful ness en dures to all 
gen er a tions; You es tab lished the earth, and it abides,
They con tinue this day ac cord ing to Your or di nances. 
For all area Your ser vants.  Un less Your law (Ed i tor:
WORD) had been my de light, I would then have per -
ished in my af flic tion. I will never for get Your pre cepts
(Ed i tor: WORD), For by them you have given me life”
Psalm 119:89-93, 160, Prov erbs 30:5-6, Isa iah 40:8 &
1 Pe ter 1:23.  He seeks to get ‘us’ to fo cus on ‘our’ feel -
ings and ex pe ri ences in them selves and to get our fo cus
on other things than JESUS, who is the Au thor and Fin -
isher of the Faith.  YES, Scrip tur ally we are to per son ally 
ex am ine our selves to be sure we have a right re la tion ship 
with JESUS, but our Sal va tion rests in Him who said “it
is fin ished!”

As stated ear lier, be ing Sa tan can no lon ger get at
JESUS, he ha rasses the chil dren of God with nag ging,
driv ing and ac cus ing; as he is the ac cuser of the breth ren.
1 John 2:1-2.  He (the Devil) drives while the Holy Spirit 
draws, and with the con vic tion of sin, He points ‘us’ to
the cru ci fied and risen ONE!  

Just be cause some thing is ‘mi rac u lous’ does not nec -
es sar ily mean is is of God, as Sa tan is the fa ther of lies
and the mas ter of de cep tion.  Sa tan can coun ter feit to de -
ceive the very elect if pos si ble!  Rev e la tion 12:9 & Mat -
thew 24:3-14 & 24.  When God states the ‘whole world’, 
this most cer tainly in cludes ‘you and me’.   But Mar tin
Lu ther states: “A lay man armed with Scrip ture is might -
ier than the might i est Pope with out Scrip ture.”

Some lead ers of a ‘con gre ga tion’ with likely the
‘pas tor’ were dis cuss ing ear nestly if ‘lay men’ should be
per mit ted to stand be hind the ‘pul pit’ and preach the
WORD or not.  Fi nally one of the ‘lay men’ firmly stated:
“Since the church is will ing to en trust ‘us’ with the ‘fur -
ni ture’, they should be able to en trust ‘us’ with the Goods
as well.  The New Tes ta ment says: ‘and they [com mon
peo ple] preached the WORD’!  (Years ago it was the
con vic tion of some Haugeans that when ‘per sonal tes ti -
mo nies’ were left out of the Wor ship Ser vice, that con -
gre ga tion was los ing the anoint ing/power of the Holy
Spirit).

When you are be ing chal lenged with a ‘mes sage/tes -
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Proper Roles
Many of the so cial, fam ily, eco nomic, and spir i tual

prob lems that ex ist to day may be traced to the fail ure of
women to prop erly un der stand and carry out their scrip -
tural roles.  Sadly even many Chris tian women, de ceived
by the tem po ral and of ten il lu sory sta tus that they may
gain in the world, have for feited ful fill ment of their spe -

cial and piv otal place in God’s plan.  It’s so easy to ex -
change the truth for a lie.   -TBC

“And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.“
Gen e sis 2:18

Taken from “Apples of Gold”

ti mony’ and some thing just does n’t seem right, but you
don’t know what it is; just lis ten/obey to the Gen tle Holy
Spirit.  You don’t have to know the rea son why as we
walk by faith, “For we walk by faith, not by sight” II Co -
rin thi ans 5:7  You know it is so close to the Truth, but
some thing seems ‘ar ray’.  “For such are false apos tles,
de ceit ful work ers, trans form ing them selves into apos tles
of Christ.  And no won der!  For Sa tan him self trans forms 
him self into an an gel of light.  There fore it is no great
thing if his min is ters also trans forms them selves into
min is ters of righ teous ness, whose end will be ac cord ing
to their works” II Co rin thi ans 11:13-15, Galatians
1:6-12 & Acts 20:26-32. Sa tan is our en emy and he is
out to kill you and me.  In a ‘brief’ sum mary we know
with ab so lute cer tainty that Sa tan has a three fold cause
for his king dom: “’The thief does not come ex cept to
steal, and to kill, and to de stroy.’” John 10:10a.  BUT “’I 
have come that they may have life, and that they may
have it more abun dantly’” John 10:10b.  

   There fore “above all, tak ing the shield of faith with 
which you will be able to quench all the fi ery darts of the
wicked one.  And take the hel met of sal va tion, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” Ephe sians
6:16-17.  To my un der stand ing this de scrip tive text in
Ephe sians 6:10 - 20 is so in tense and fierce that is it like
Mil i tary com bat with hand to hand com bat!  He is out to
shut down a Bib li cal evan ge lis tic min is try.  This pur pose
or at tack is not only ‘per sonal’, but col lec tive as well! 
No doubt the at tack against the Morn ing Glory/Hauge
Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion and other min is tries
of a kin dred spirit and pur pose are ex pe ri enc ing the
same. The devil and in nu mer a ble evil an gels would re -
joice with glee if they could shut down this min is tries and 
oth ers sim i lar.  ANY per son, con gre ga tion, free move -
ment, etc. that ad heres to the en tire Bi ble and seeks out of 
LOVE to Obey is a prime ‘tar get of Sa tan and his hosts.     
How we need to use He brews 4:16.  

No tice also that there is no cov er ing for the back in
this spir i tual ar mor as ‘bat tles’ are not won in re treat ing – 
but of fen sive.  God has never blessed com pro mise and
won’t in these ‘per il ous times’ ei ther.  Any in di vid ual or
group that seeks to ‘strad dle’ the fence is def i nitely dis -

pleas ing to our God.  “‘No one can serve two mas ters;
for ei ther he will hate the one and love the other, or else
he will be loyal to the one and de spise the other, You can -
not serve God and mam mon.’” Mat thew 6:24.  Even
more plainly our Sav ior states ‘we’ are for Him or against 
Him.

Thus: “Study (Be dil i gent) to shew (pres ent) thy self
as ap proved unto God, a work man that needeth not to
be ashamed, righty di vid ing the word of truth” II Tim o -
thy 2:15.

This is ‘an other’ rea son we need Chris tian Fel low -
ship and es pe cially so in these ‘per il ous times’ – God
said so and HE knows best!  “As iron sharp ens iron, So a
man sharp ens the coun te nance of his friend”  Prov erbs
27:17, He brews 10:19-25.  

‘WE’ need one an other, those who are of kin dred
spirit in the army of God.  We are to pre pare, train, equip,
and do bat tle to gether as sol diers of the cross.  Keep in
mind that greater is He who is within you, then he that is
of the world!  “‘And they over came him by the blood
of the Lamb and by the word of their tes ti mony, and
they did not love their lives to the death’”  Rev e la tion
12:11.

‘WE’ know for cer tain that GOD wants Souls be
‘born again’ and Chris tians strengthened and nur tured
in the true and liv ing faith in these days of Apos tasy. 
YET in Luke 18:8 He states: “’I tell you that He will
avenge them speed ily.  Nev er the less, when the Son of
Man co mes, will He find faith on the earth?’”  Still HE
WANTS ‘us’ to oc cupy till HE co mes!  It is not ‘pop u lar’ 
(by the Grace of God) to stand squarely and firmly in
com pli ance to the in spired Word of God!  May ‘we’ be
found true and faith ful unto HIM!

As with ALL Scrip ture please read prayer fully: He -
brews 5:5- 14, “For ev ery one who par takes only of milk
is un skilled in the words of righ teous ness, for he is a
babe.  But sold food be longs to those who are of full age,
that is, those who by rea son of use have their senses ex er -
cised to dis cern both good and evil (EXERCISED), I
Co rin thi ans 2:11-14, Deu ter on omy 29:29. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THIS MINISTRY 
AND FOR US!!!



From Our Fellowship Circle

Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Shoreview, MN
Thank You for print ing the Truth - God Bless You!

D. & N. F. Rudd, IA
En closed is a gift for your min is try.  Read ing your pub li -
ca tion is a good monthly Bi ble Study.  Thanks for your in -
spir ing and timely mes sages.

Ed i tor’s Note:  In print, what a golden op por tu nity to
share what JESUS has and is do ing in your life and be ing a 
bless ing to hun dreds of read ers; by briefly  stat ing the
same in the ‘Fel low ship Cir cle’ of the Morn ing Glory!

Re mem ber  a Chris tian’s tes ti mony is not to bring at -
ten tion to my self, BUT to glo rify GOD by tell ing what
JESUS has done and is do ing in and through your life. 
Scrip ture in a num ber of ‘ways’ chal lenges ‘us’ (an chored
in and with the Word of God, the Bi ble) to tell!  Who have
you told lately?  Let the ‘re deemed’ of the Lord say so! 
For ex am ple Romans 10:9-10.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Read Esther 8 - 10
Haman’s as trol o gers had cast Pur (mean ing “cast

lots”) to de ter mine the most fa vor able time for the ex e cu -
tion of all Jews (Es ther 9:24).  Haman’s “lucky day” fell
on the thir teenth day of the last month.  How ever, Haman
did not re al ize that God is in con trol of the af fairs of earth,
and even though the lost is cast into the lap, the de ci sion is 
wholly of the Lord, even the events that seem ac ci den tal
are re ally or dered by Him (Prov erbs 16:33).  

Man’s ex trem ity again proved, as it al ways does, to be 
God’s op por tu nity.  The de ter mined day of ex e cu tion,
known as Purim (Lots), was turned from death to de liv er -
ance.  Purim falls on the 14th and 15th day of Adar, a
month be fore the Pass over.  The 13th day is a day of fast -
ing to com mem o rate Es ther.  This was fol lowed by a great
cel e bra tion.  And ev ery year since that time, the 14th and
15th are days of great joy and feast ing among the Jews.

As the Book of Es ther is read aloud each year at the
Feast of Purim, all the peo ple boo and hiss when Haman’s 
name is read and they shout for joy each time Mor de cai is
men tioned.  It is a tes ti mony to the fact that what seems to
be chance and good luck is re ally the work of the Al -
mighty.  God uses faith ful ser vants to change world af -
fairs.

In days of peace and pros per ity, we are not of ten con -
scious of the pres ence of God.  But when per se cu tion
seems to over whelm us and He won der fully in ter venes to
up hold, pro tect, and pro vide for us, we see His hand and
praise and mag nify Him.

No one can gain God’s best with out first “pay ing a
price.”  Un like Es ther, the rich young ruler who had far
less to lose (Luke 18:18-30) was a “good man” who could
have been a dis ci ple - pos si bly an apos tle - for Je sus loved
him and said: Sell ev ery thing that you have … And come
fol low me.”  Yet he was un will ing to take the risk.  Many
to day are just as de ter mined to main tain their goals for
suc cess, fi nan cial se cu rity, and worldly es teem rather than 
“pay the price” to live to please Christ.

The Book of Es ther is sec u lar, in gen eral, for it makes
no men tion of the name of God.  Yet, the sov er eignty of
God per me ates ev ery chap ter.  It points out that in a sec u -
lar so ci ety dom i nated by the lux ury of an ori en tal court,
the tyr anny of rul ers, the emp ti ness of re gal prom i nence,
the plot ting of pol i ti cians, and the mis ery of op pressed
peo ple, even na tions out side the in flu ence of the cov e nant
peo ple of God, our God is still Sov er eign.   When the
king’s com mand and its edict was about to be ex e cuted, on
the very day by the en e mies of the Jews ….. it was turned
to the con trary and the Jews had rule over those who
hated them (Es ther 9:1).  

The peace and sat is fac tion en joyed by Mor de cai and
Es ther can only be known by those who sur ren der to the
King of Peace, who soon will bring about uni ver sal peace
through out  the earth and good to ward men (Luke 2:14). 

Taken from “Bible Pathway”
Ed i tor’s Note:  We are told to ‘pray for the peace of

Je ru sa lem’.  Are the Jew ish folk on your prayer list?
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Have a great day, and don’t
forget to thank the One who gave

it to you!



The Message of Our
Lord About the

Scriptures
by Howard Vos

Since none of the New Tes ta ment books was writ ten
un til at least a de cade af ter the death of Christ, the Scrip -
tures to Him were the Old Tes ta ment.  For these He had a
high re gard.   On sev eral oc ca sions, He gave wit ness to the 
his to ric ity of Old Tes ta ment char ac ters or their acts.  Some 
of these have been doubted by modern critics.

He al luded to Jo nah’s hav ing been swal lowed by a
whale and to the re pen tance of Nineveh (Matt. 12:40, 41),
to the Queen of Sheba’s Je ru sa lem visit (vs.42), to Da vid’s 
hav ing eaten the show bread in the house of God (vss. 3,
4), to con di tions in the days of Noah (Luke 17:26), and to
the de struc tion of Sodom (vs. 29).

Sec ond, Christ’s at ti tude to ward the Scrip tures is seen
in His fre quent ref er ence to ful fill ment of proph ecy.  To
Him, ful fill ment nat u rally fol lowed proph ecy, and His
feel ing in the mat ter there fore dem on strated His high re -
gard for Old Tes ta ment predictions.

The scope of Old Tes ta ment proph ecy to which He re -
ferred in cluded His min is try in gen eral (Luke 24:44), op -
po si tion to His min is try (Matt. 13:14, 15; 15:7, 8), His
re jec tion and tri umph (21:42); Luke 20:17, 18), the min is -
try of John the Bap tist (Matt. 11:10) and the teach ing min -
is try of God (John 6:45).  

Third, Christ treated the Scrip ture as au thor i ta tive.  To 
Sa tan dur ing the temp ta tion, He said, “It is writ ten” (Matt.
4:4, 7, 10).  To the Jews, He said, “Scrip ture can not be bro -
ken” (John 10:35).  On an other oc ca sion, Christ al luded to 
a com mand ment in the Law as a com mand ment of God
(Matt. 15:4).  Again, Je sus tes ti fied to the Mo saic au thor -
ship of the Pen ta teuch (Mark 1:44; John 5:46, 47, 7:19) – a 
view de nied by many.   And, lastly, our Lord even re ferred
to the canon as a whole.  In Luke 11:50-51 He said:

    “That the blood of all the proph ets, which was
shed from the foun da tion of the world, may be re -
quired of this gen er a tion; From the blood of Abel
unto the blood of Zach a rias which per ished be -
tween the al tar and the tem ple: ver ily I say unto
you, It shall be re quired of this gen er a tion.”

This is tan ta mount to say ing, “From Gen e sis to
Malachi,” be cause the slay ing of Abel is re corded in Gen -
e sis 4 and the slay ing of Zach a riah in II Chron i cles 24:20,
21.  In the ar range ment of the thirty-nine Old Tes ta ment
books of the He brew Bi ble, II Chron i cles co mes last. 

More over in Luke 24:44, Je sus spoke of the Law, Proph ets 
and Psalms – the three di vi sion of the He brew Canon of
the first cen tury A.D.  Of course, the third sec tion in cluded 
more than the Psalms.  Since it was the larg est book in the
sec tion, it was used to stand for the section as a whole.  

Taken from “Sword of the Lord”

The In dwell ing Holy Spirit

“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if
so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 

of his.”  Romans 8:9.

Note that in this one verse the Holy Spirit is called
both “the Spirit of God” and “the Spirit of Christ.”  

Thus the two terms are syn on y mous, which means
that Christ is God, and so is the Holy Spirit. 

Note also that we “have re ceived the Spirit of adop -
tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Fa ther” Romans 8:15.  In
fact, our text as sures each of us that we are ac tu ally liv ing
“in the Spirit,” be cause He has come to “dwell in you.” 
All of this has come about “not by works of righ teous ness
which we have done, but ac cord ing to his mercy,…by the
wash ing of re gen er a tion, and re new ing of the Holy
Ghost” Ti tus 3:5.  This glo ri ous new birth, with sins for -
given and eter nal life, is ac com plished by the Holy Spirit
in re sponse to our faith in Christ as Sav ior and Lord. 

But also note that “if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of his.”  It is ab so lutely vi tal that we
have the Holy Spirit, “for as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God” Romans 8:14.  The
ques tion is, just how do we know that we have the Holy
Spirit?

The an swer is, be cause His Word says so!  “He that
heareth my word, and be liev eth on him that sent me,” said
Je sus, “hath ev er last ing life” John 5:24.  Fur ther more, we
have the tes ti mony of in ter nal peace and as sur ance.  “The
Spirit (Him self) beareth wit ness with our spirit, that we
are the chil dren of God” Romans 8:16.

Fi nally, the in dwell ing Spirit will in creas ingly be
grow ing His eter nal fruit in our lives – the nine-fold fruit
of “love, joy, peace, long suf fer ing, gen tle ness, good ness,
faith, meek ness, tem per ance” Galatians 5:22-23, and this
will tes tify to oth ers also that we do in deed have the holy
Spirit.            HMM 

Taken from “Days of Praise” by 
Institute for Creation Research

Copyright 2011, Per mis sion Granted
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Mrs. Kari Nyhus (Newhouse)
This blessed Lydia of the early Haugeans most cer -

tainly de serves a lit tle me mo rial wreath.  Her log house
and her hearth were al ways open to God’s peo ple and to
God’s mes sen gers.  There they were at home and felt at
home.  She kept a lit tle Bethany for the ser vants of God,
where they could find love and re fresh ments for body and
soul.  When they left her home, she knew by in stinct how
much food they would need to take with them, and how far 
they would have to go, and how hun gry they would be be -
fore they reached their destination.  

It was Christ mas time in 1843, Erik Morstad de clares.  
Elling Eielsen and his friend Pe ter Thomp son had walked
far and it was get ting dark.   It was slushy weather and they 
were wet, cold and stiff.  They had left the home of Kari
Nyhus in the morn ing and still had her good lunch with
them as they looked for a place to stay over night.  They
saw a light, found a log hut, which they were per mit ted to
en ter – but only to eat the lunch and get a lit tle wa ter.  The
lunch Kari Nyhus had sent along cer tainly tasted good. 
Her won der ful love and hos pi tal ity stood out in sharp con -
trast to this house where they in a very cold spirit hardly
were per mit ted to sit down and eat their lunch and cer -
tainly not al lowed to stay over night.  

How ever, they took their over coats off, warmed them -
selves a lit tle, sat down, thanked God and be gan to eat. 
When through eat ing these re fresh ments of love Kari
Nyhus had sent along, Elling said to his friend: “Per, now
you must sing.”  “I don’t feel as though I am able to sing
now,” Per said.  “I want you to sing, I tell you,” Elling an -
swered.  “I knew it was of no use to say ‘No’ to Elling,”
Pe ter Thomp son con tin ued, “so I sighed to God for cour -
age, for we were in the home of an Amer i can fam ily who
did not un der stand Nor we gian.  But Per sang and Elling
joined in: 

“Av hoiheden oprunden er
En morgenstjerene saa klar og skjaer,” etc.
“The Day star from on High has come.”

The Spirit of God worked as they sang.  The man and
es pe cially his wife were deeply touched.  She broke out
weep ing, though she could not have un der stood a word.  It 
was the Spirit.  She then made her con fes sion, that she
once had been a Chris tian but had backslid.  Elling dealt
with her about her soul.   Of course, now that the hearts
were opened the home was opened too and they were in -
vited to stay over night. They were given the very best bed 
in the house.  

We can dis cern the shin ing “lower light” be hind it all - 
the hos pi tal ity, love and good lunch Kari Nyhus had sent
along.  With out that, this spir i tual in ci dent and many oth -

ers could not have occurred.
Kari Nyhus stands as a spec i men and pat tern of all the

fine hos pi ta ble women, who dur ing these 100 years have
helped the Haugean Re vival move ment along more than
any one of us re al ize.  With out such hos pi tal ity and open
home and will ing ness to serve, the Haugean move ment
can not pros per nor can the lo cal so ci et ies.  I be lieve we all
re al ize it and ap pre ci ate it, and are very thankful for it.  

Blessed be the mem ory of Kari Nyhus and all the
other women of her type who have helped, served and be -
friended the peo ple of God.

Taken from “The Hauge Movement in America”

Ed i tor’s Note:  Our won der ful Sav ior tells ‘us’ that not
even a glass of cold wa ter given in His Name shall loose
its re ward.  Also they shall know we are His dis ci ples as
they see how they love one an other and we know we have
passed from death unto life be cause we love the breth ren.

Wiser With Age!

We went to break fast at a res tau rant where the spe cial
was two eggs, ba con, hash browns and toast for $1.99.

“The spe cial sounds good,” my wife said.  “But I
don’t want the eggs.”

“Then I’ll have to charge you $2.49 be cause you’re
or der ing a la carte,” the wait ress warned her.

“You mean I’d have to pay ex tra for not tak ing the
eggs?” my wife asked in cred u lously.  “I’ll take the spe -
cial.”

“How do you want your eggs?”
“Raw and in the shell,” my wife re plied.  She took the

two eggs home.
Selected.
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IF SOMETHING IS RIGHT, IT
IS RIGHT; AND IF IT IS WRONG, 

IT IS WRONG.  AND NO
AMOUNT OF RATIONALIZING,
WISHING OR EVEN PRAYING

CAN CHANGE IT!



Death by Sin
“Where fore, as by one man sin en tered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed

upon all men, for that all have sinned.”  
Romans 5:12.

This very im por tant verse con veys sev eral vi tal truths. 
First of all, death came into the world only when sin came
into the world.  Suf fer ing and death of con scious life,
whether an i mal or hu man, were not a part of God’s “fin -
ished” and “very good” cre ation (Gen e sis 1:31-2:3).  There
was an abun dance of food and all other pro vi sions for both
peo ple and an i mals.  There was cer tainly no “strug gle for
ex is tence” or “sur vival of the fit test,” for ev ery crea ture was
cre ated “fit” for its own en vi ron ment.

When Adam sinned, how ever, it be came nec es sary for
God to bring the curse of de cay and death not only upon
Adam, but also upon all his do min ion (Gen e sis 3:17-20; see
also Romans 8:20-22, 1 Co rin thi ans 15:21-22).  

Fur ther more, there re mains no war rant for the no tion that 
“Adam” is sim ply a ge neric term rep re sent ing the hu man
race.  He was “one man.”  In fact, he was “the first man”
(1Corinthians 15:45), and Eve was “the mother of all liv ing”
(Gen e sis 3:20).  There was cer tainly no pop u la tion of evolv -
ing homi nids be com ing “Adam.”  In fact, Christ Him self
made it clear that Adam and Eve were there “from the be gin -
ning of the cre ation” (Mark 10:6, quot ing Gen e sis 1:27).

The en tire ar gu ment here in Romans 5:12-21 be comes
ir rel e vant if the Gen e sis re cord of the cre ation and Fall of
Adam did not hap pen pre cisely as re corded in Gen e sis 1-3,
and this would mean that there is no re al ity in the sav ing
work of Christ, ei ther.

Such a re jec tion of the Chris tian faith is hardly war -
ranted by the frag men tary fos sils that have been al leged to
sup port the no tion of hu man evo lu tion.  No one should stake 
his eter nal soul on such a will-o’-the’wisp as that! HMM

Taken from “Days of Praise” by Institute for Creation
Research Copyright - 2011, Permission Granted

Con cern ing Love To ward En e mies

“Then came Pe ter unto him and said, Lord, how oft
shall my brother sin against me, and I for give him?  Till
seven times?  Je sus saith unto him, I say not unto thee un til
seven times; but, Un til sev enty times seven” Mat thew
18:21-22.

There is per haps no duty in life so hard, and yet for the
Chris tian so in dis pens able, as that of for give ness.  The
world will hear to noth ing of the kind.  Its prin ci ple is re tal i -
a tion, which ac cord ing to its rea son ing is not only no sin,
but of ten a duty.  A per son who at tempts to live up to the
teach ings of Je sus, and in stead of aveng ing suf fers and for -
gives, it pro nounces at the mild est a weak ling.  Nor is it only 

the world about us, but also the world within us, this nat u ral
heart of sin, that rises in re bel lion against this duty.  The old
self re coils from such a de mand, ex claim ing, “I can not and
dare not al low my self to be in sulted.”

But if men laugh at you for for giv ing an en emy, you may 
calmly ask, Was he who com manded this, and prac ticed it, a
weak ling?  Was it not al most the high est rev e la tion of his di -
vin ity, when he prayed for his ex e cu tion ers, “Fa ther, for give 
them, for they know not what they do?”

Yes, re plies the old, un for giv ing self within us, that was
an act di vinely great; but can you ex pect from us who are so
un like him, us mere men, such heights of gra cious ness?  To
which it may be re plied, that there have been hun dreds in
whom the spirit of Christ has dwelt, and who by that spirit
have been de liv ered from the world and its rea son ing, so that 
they have re al ized this grace of for give ness and have thereby 
proven them selves Je sus’ dis ci ples.  Go, thou who wouldest
be come his dis ci ple, go thou and do like wise.  For the dis ci -
ples of Je sus there is but one model, even he whose name
they bear.

But sup pose it should some time hap pen that a per son
griev ously wronged me, not only seven times, but of tener,
re peat ing the in jury again and again, must I time af ter time
for give him?  That is what the Mas ter re quires of us, and this
is the plain teach ing of that par a ble which he spoke in this
con nec tion, the par a ble of the un mer ci ful ser vant, from
which we are to un der stand that if we are not will ing to for -
give those who of fend us, even to sev enty times seven, nei -
ther may we ex pect the for give ness of our far heavier
ac count with God.

But sup pose the of fender should spurn my for give ness,
and it have no ef fect upon him.  In such a case we may fall
back upon the words of St. Paul, “As much as in you lieth,
live peace ably with all men,” (Rom. 12:18).  We, at least, are 
clear of blame.  How ever ag gra vated the case may be, if we
mean to be true dis ci ples of Je sus we dare not for get the
words and the ex am ple of the Mas ter: Love your en e mies,
bless them that curse you; do good to them that hate you;
pray for them which de spite fully use you and per se cute you;
that you may be the chil dren of your Fa ther which is in
heaven,” Matt. 5:44-45.

Ever pa tient, gen tle, meek, Holy Sav ior, was thy mind;
Vainly in my self I seek; Like ness to my Lord to find.
Yet that mind which was in Thee, May be, must be formed 

in me.  
Taken from “Follow Me” by Benevolus

Ed i tor’s Note: “And be kind to one an other, tenderhearted,
for giv ing one an other, even as God in Christ for gave you.”
Ephe sians 4:32.  Please PRAY spe cif i cally for ALL the as -
pects of the Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission
Fed er a tion.  Thank you and then take no tice what the
LORD is do ing!
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Former Chaplain Warns Freedom of
Military Chaplains is Under Attack!

For mer Navy Chap lain Gordon James Klingen -
schmitt was hon or ably but in vol un tarily dis charged from
the Navy in 2007 af ter fac ing court-mar tial for pray ing “in 
Je sus name” while in uni form, but was later vin di cated by
Congress.

To day Klingenschmitt leads the Pray in Je sus Name
Pro ject which, among other mat ters, seeks to pro mote
free dom for mil i tary chap lains now serv ing our armed
forces.

Chap lain Kingenschmitt re cently warned that “the
Obama Ad min is tra tion is of fi cially on re cord as pres sur -
ing chap lains to quit the ser vice if they can not rec on cile
with ho mo sex ual sin that vi o lates their Chris tian con -
science.”  He cited the case of one Army Na tional Guard
of fi cer who was re lieved of his bat tal ion-level com mand -
ing of fi cer job af ter stat ing his con science would not al low 
him to par tic i pate in “re-ed u ca tion” train ing that will soon
force young Chris tians to learn how to respect ho mo sex -
ual sin.

In a re cent com mu ni ca tion to his sup port ers, Klingen -
schmitt quoted from a let ter to Stars and Stripes: The De -
fense De part ment is pro pos ing to let peo ple who choose to 
live a ho mo sex ual life style serve ‘openly’ in the armed
forces, but won’t al low Chris tians such as my self the free -
dom to ‘openly’ share the good news of Christ with our
co-workers.  

Mil i tary chap lains who teach that ho mo sex u al ity is
an ti thet i cal to and in com pat i ble with Chris tian ity can ei -
ther muz zle their ob jec tions or ‘leave,’ but gays will be
per mit ted to pa rade their life style choices in front of all?

Bot tom line: So I’m free to ex press my self if I’m a ho -
mo sex ual, but not if I’m a Chris tian?  What dis grace ful
hy poc risy.  De part ment of De fense?  More like the De -
part ment of Dou ble Standards.

Lt. Col. Stacy L. Maxey, Afghanistan
The Vine and Branches 

Home Depot Joins Another Group Urging 
Homosexual Marriage

Home De pot’s web site now states the com pany’s sup -
port for “Out and Equal Work place Ad vo cates,” a gay po -
lit i cal ac tiv ist or ga ni za tion heavily pro mot ing le gal iza tion 
of gay mar riage and gays in the mil i tary, and cel e brat ing
ac tiv i ties such as Transgender Remembrance Day.

American Family Association 

Natural Gas Should Reach Israel’s Shores 
by 2013

One of the larg est gas fields in the world, dis cov ered
two years ago off the coast of Is rael, should bring much
needed fuel to the shores of Is rael by 2013, ac cord ing to a
re port in the Je ru sa lem Post.  The head of the com pany
de vel op ing the pro ject, Yitzhak Tshuva, said: “In 2013,
the gas will ar rive on Is rael’s shores.  We will sup ply all
the needs of the state.”  Tshuva also urged the na tion to use 
nat u ral gas for its au tos and in dus try in or der to save
money and keep the money at home rather than rely on
for eign sources.  Pres ently, most of Is rael’s nat u ral gas is
pur chased from Egypt, where po lit i cal un rest has threat -
ened its dis rup tion.

The Vine and Branches

King James Bible 400th Anniversary

It’s been 400 years since the King James Ver sion of
the Bi ble was first pub lished.  It has out sold ev ery other
book pub lished in the Eng lish lan guage.  The King James
Bi ble was com mis sioned by King James I in 1604.  The
as sem bled schol ars worked on it from 1605 -1610, and the 
first edi tion of the KJV came off the press in 1611.

The Geneva Bi ble, which was the most widely read
among Prot es tants prior to the King James Bi ble, was the
firs to use num bered chap ters and verses.  It greatly in flu -
enced the King James Ver sion.  The Geneva Bi ble re -
mained the trans la tion of choice for de cades even af ter the
King James Ver sion was pub lished.  The Geneva Bi ble
was brought to Amer ica and used by the Pu ri tans and Pil -
grims.  How ever, the first Bi ble to be printed in Amer ica
was the King James Version.  

The most widely sold Eng lish trans la tion in Amer ica
to day is the New In ter na tional Ver sion, while the sec ond
most sold is the King James Ver sion.  But read what is
hap pen ing to the New In ter na tional Version!

The NIV Goes Gen der-Neu tral 

The po lit i cally cor rect cul ture has caught up with the
trans la tors of the New In ter na tional Ver sion of the Bi ble,
re leased a few weeks ago.  Ac tu ally, it caught up with
them in 2005 when they re leased To day’s New In ter na -
tional Ver sion (TNIV), a non-sex ist ver sion that was
soundly re jected by many evan gel i cals, in clud ing the
South ern Bap tist Con ven tion, be cause it took so many 
lib er ties with its translation of Scripture.
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A spokes man for the NIV said their goal in the pub li -
ca tion of the new est ver sion is “to ar tic u late God’s un -
chang ing Word in the way the orig i nal au thors might
have said it if they had been speak ing in Eng lish to the
global Eng lish-speak ing audience today.”

The 2011 NIV does not change pro nouns re fer ring to
God.  They still use “He” and “Fa ther,” but they do avoid
the use of “he” or “him” in ref er ence to an un spec i fied
person.

Randy Stinson, dean of the School of Church Min is -
tries at the South ern Bap tist Theo log i cal Sem i nary said,
“Evan gel i cals be lieve in the ver bal ple nary in spi ra tion of
Scrip ture.  We be lieve ev ery word is in spired by God, not
just the broad thought.  So if the orig i nal text reads ‘broth -
ers,’ many evan gel i cals be lieve the Eng lish trans la tion
should read ‘broth ers’”

The Vine and Branches

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Answer to a Reader Worried
Over Debt

By Dr. Curtis Hutson

The most com mon cause of de pres sion and stress is
worry.  And, of course, when we worry, we are not trust ing;
and that gives Sa tan a chance to tempt us even more.

I can un der stand your sad sit u a tion of be ing
head-over-hells in debt, but for your own men tal health’s 
sake, you can only put it in the hands of the Lord and re fuse
to be bur dened down.  Philippians 4:6-8 gives the rec ipe for 
vic tory over worry.

     1.  “Be care ful for noth ing.”
We are told here just sim ply to re fuse to worry, that we

should not worry about one sin gle thing.  God has prom ised 
in His Word over and over again to take care of the Chris -
tian.

We are told not to worry about food or rai ment, but
sim ply to trust God to pro vide our needs.  The prom ise in
verse 19 is this: “But my God shall sup ply all your need ac -
cord ing to his riches in glory by Christ Je sus.”  

As Chris tians, we are chil dren of the King and the King 
is rich.  Our Fa ther knows all about us.  He even knows the
num ber of hairs we have on our heads.  He un der stands our
trou bles.  So we are not to worry about even one thing.

2. We are to pray about ev ery thing.
When you have a de sire to worry and when you are

tempted to worry, go tell the Lord about it.  First Pe ter 5:7
says, “Cast ing all your care upon him; for he careth for
you.”

Take ev ery thing to the Lord.  Tell Him about your
worry, about your care.  Let your re quests be made known
to Him, ask for His help in over com ing the worry habit and
take ev ery sin gle care to Him.  

3. Be thank ful for ev ery thing.  
It is dif fi cult to worry about some thing when you are

thank ing God for it.
One of the great est cures for worry I have ever known

is sim ply to count your bless ings - to get up in the morn ing
thank ing God for air to breathe, for what health you have,
for eyes and ears to see and hear, and to go to bed at night
thank ing Him for the food you have eaten dur ing the day,
for His pro tect ing hand upon you and, above all, for His sal -
va tion.

Now this rec ipe will work.  God’s prom ise is this: And
the peace of God, which passeth all un der stand ing, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Je sus” (Phil.
4:7).  You will ex pe ri ence the very peace (qui et ness of
spirit) that God Him self has.   If you will be care ful for
noth ing, prayer ful in ev ery thing, thank ful for any thing,
God’s peace will sur round you like a lit tle army of march -
ing sol diers.

Taken from “Sword of the Lord”

Ed i tor’s Note:  For a child of God to worry is to SIN! 
WHEN ‘we’ worry; no tice ‘we’ think we are in charge!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

True Confession
It is hard for me, O God, to con fess my sins and not

merely re peat well-worn phrases with which I try to cover
my real guilt.

I am a sin ner.  Why is it so dif fi cult for me to see that,
Lord?  Why am I so both ered with a few things I do wrong
while I think noth ing of my lack of trust in You?  Why do I
feel guilty when I do not live up to my own stan dards but
hardly blush when I fail You?  Why do I im i tate un holy
men in stead of fol low ing the Christ?  I must con fess it is
be cause I fol low my own de sires, be cause I am weak in the 
face of temp ta tions, and with out You I am noth ing. 

All I can do is plead mercy, O God. I can not even hold
up the hon esty and full ness of my con fes sion.  All I can do
is trust Your love in Je sus Christ.  I surely can not trust my
love for You or for Him. Hear me for the sake of Je sus
Christ, who lived for me and died that in Him I might live. 

For give me, Fa ther! For give me even this, my poor
con fes sion. I need Your for give ness for Christ’s sake.
Amen. 

Taken from The Lutheran Book of Prayer
Ó 1970, Concordia Publishing House
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Your Best Ministry Yet
Chuck Dake

Power in Prayer

“More things are wrought by prayer than this world
dreams of,” wrote Al fred Lord Ten ny son.  We’ve seen that
fa mous quo ta tion cro cheted on pil lows and wall hang ings
and give tacit ap proval to it.  “Prayer is im por tant,” we
agree.  But do you know how the quo ta tion con tin ues? 
“There fore let thy voice rise like a foun tain for me day and
night.”  Ten ny son links the great power and im por tance of
prayer with the need to pray for oth ers, spe cif i cally him! 
The Apos tle Paul does the same thing when he shares what
he prays for the church to which he is writ ing and then says, 
“Pray also for me”, Ephe sians 6:19.  Paul clearly rec og -
nizes the great power of prayer and how nec es sary it is to
have oth ers pray ing for him and his min is try.

Prayer Im proves with Age

As we age, our abil i ties to do many min is tries di min ish.  
Not too many peo ple in …are go ing on mis sion trips, work -
ing with youth group or teach ing Sunday School as they
may have done when they were youn ger.  (Ed i tor:  Though
re mem ber there is no such thing as re tire ment on this side of 
ETERNITY in ‘work’ in the King dom of God!).  How ever,
there is a vi tal min is try which can im prove with age, a min -
is try which we may now have more time for than at any
other time in our lives.  It is a min is try that un leashes the
power of God to trans form lives - the min is try of pray ing
for oth ers.  It is our best min is try yet.  James en cour ages be -
liev ers with the fol low ing words, “The prayer of a righ -
teous per son is pow er ful and ef fec tive” James 5:16.  

The early church:  “All joined to gether con stantly in
prayer” Acts 1:14.

Paul in structs:  “And pray in the Spirit on all oc ca sions
with all kinds of prayers and re quests.  With this in mind, be
alert and al ways keep on pray ing for all the saints” Ephe -
sians 6:18.

Prayer for Oth ers

Prayer for oth ers, which theo lo gians call “in ter ces sory
prayer,” can be done in many dif fer ent ways.  Some like to
pray spon ta ne ously when they are prompted by the Holy
Spirit.  There are ex cit ing an swers to prayer from the bat tle
field or a far off land as the Spirit awak ens be liev ers who
cry out to God on be half of those in dan ger.  Through out the 
day as these in ter ces sors are in tune with the Spirit, they
shoot up “ar row prayers” for those who come to mind.

How to Pray

But most of us are not gifted like that.  Yet all of us are
in structed to pray for oth ers.  So how do we do it?  It is
very help ful to make lists of those on your heart for whom
God is di rect ing you to in ter cede.  Your fam ily, friends,
your church and your church’s min is try are good places to
start.  You may want to di vide your lists into days, pray -
ing. …  With the tur moil in the world to day, you may get
fur ther ideas about which to pray from the news, or as you
also pray for our pres i dent, leg is la tors, gov er nor and all in
au thor ity over us. “I urge, then, first of all, that re quests,
prayers, in ter ces sion and thanksgiving be made for ev ery -
one – for kings and all those in au thor ity, that we may live
peace ful and quiet lives in all god li ness and ho li ness” 1
Timothy 2:1-2.

The Holy Spirit will help you know how to pray for
each per son:  “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our
weak ness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, but
the Spirit him self in ter cedes for us with groans that words
can not ex press.  And he who searches our hearts knows
the mind of the Spirit, be cause the Spirit in ter cedes for the
saints in ac cor dance with God’s will” Romans 8:26-27.

As you read your Bi ble, note Spirit-in spired prayers
as mod els for your re quests for oth ers.  For ex am ple, in
Paul says, “I pray that you may be ac tive in shar ing your
faith, so that you will have a full un der stand ing of ev ery
good thing we have in Christ”  Philemon 6.

That is a great, Spirit-in spired re quest you can pray di -
rectly for your fam ily and those in your church.  One pas -
tor be gan pray ing reg u larly for each per son in his
con gre ga tion, us ing Paul’s prayers as a model.  A few
years later, a friend with whom he had never dis cussed
this, said to him, “You pray a lot for the peo ple of your
church, don’t you?”  “How did you know?” the pas tor
asked in amaze ment.  “I can sense it each time I come to
church here,” he replied.

Prayer Teams

Much in ter ces sion is done one on one with the Lord. 
But it is very en cour ag ing to form a prayer team and pray
to gether for oth ers.  As you see God an swer your prayers,
ev ery one is en er gized to keep on pray ing as you, “Sing for 
joy at the works of Your hands” Psalm 92:4.  …

Elim Care Spiritual Life & Enrichment, 
Eden Prairie, MN
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Beyond Suffering
…Glory!

A Ra dio Mes sage by Wilbur E. Nel son

Paul uses his fa mil iar ex pres sion, “I reckon,” to in tro -
duce a most heart en ing and blessed thought in Romans
8:18: I reckon that the suf fer ings of this pres ent time are
not wor thy to be com pared with the glory which shall be
re vealed to usward.”

When Paul wrote about suf fer ing, he could write out
of ex pe ri ence, for cer tainly few, if any, have ever suf fered
greater – ei ther phys i cally or emo tion ally and men tally –
than this brave man who gave so much and re ceived so lit -
tle so far as the things of time are con cerned.  He lived in
per ils con stantly such as per ils from his own coun try men,
from false breth ren, and from the forces of na ture.  He suf -
fered a con tin ual and per sis tent thorn in the flesh, which
the Scrip ture de scribes as the mes sen ger of Sa tan to buf fet
him.  His bodily pres ence he de scribes as “weak” and his
speech “con tempt ible.”  He faced Sa tanic op po si tion on a
scale which few men have ever en coun tered.  But he did
not brood over the suf fer ings which came to him and he
does not give us ex cuse for brood ing over ours.  He states,
with sunny faith and op ti mism, “These suf fer ings are not
wor thy to be compared with that which awaits us.”  

Paul’s words cer tainly have bear ing upon our time. 
Men about us are un able to un der stand – that is, they can -
not un der stand apart from faith – how to rec on cile the pain 
and mis ery of the world with a God who is lov ing and
mighty.  Ours is an age sen si tive to pain – an age which
seems to feel that pain is in con sis tent with the love of God.  
Some schol ars have said that the Chris tian creed must be
re jected be cause the God of na ture is not the God of in fi -
nite love which the Gos pel presents to us.  

Well, Paul would be the last to deny pain.  In fact, he
pres ents it as an ab so lutely in dis put able, in ev i ta ble fact. 
But he does not at trib ute pain and evil to the Maker of the
world.  He charges it to the sin and the de prav ity of man. 
As Pro fes sor F. F. Bruce has said, “The doc trine of the cos -
mic fall is im plicit.  In the Bib li cal re cord, from Gen e sis to
Rev e la tion, man is part of na ture, and the whole na ture, of
which he forms part, was cre ated good but has been sub -
jected to frus tra tion and fu til ity by sin, and will ul ti mately
be re deemed.  The Chris tian will nei ther hold that at pres -
ent all is for the best in the best of all pos si ble worlds,’ nor
will he write the world off as be long ing to the devil.  The
world is God’s and God will yet be glo ri fied by all His
works.  The grace of God has al ready be gun to work in
the lives of the jus ti fied.  Its con tin ued work ing is suf fi -
ciently ev i denced by the in dwell ing of the Spirit and it is

the same grace  which on ‘the day of Je sus Christ’ will
bring to com ple tion the di vine work so well be gun.  This is 
the hope of the peo ple of God.  This hope en ables them to
ac cept the tri als of the pres ent so that by pa tient en dur ance
they may win their lives.  It is, along with faith and love,
one of the crowning graces which are the distinguishing
marks of the Christian.”  

Paul says else where, “We know that the whole cre -
ation groaneth and travaileth in pain to gether un til now.”
And this man, who knew the whole world’s an guish, nev -
er the less de clares through out the whole epis tle that God is 
love.

The world is a prob lem and a mys tery, and not a very
sim ple one.  There is both jus tice and in jus tice, pain and
joy, ag ony and love, and we have to ac count for all of the
facts.  How shall they be rec on ciled and what shall we say
– that God is work ing out a glory in com par i son with
which the sor rows of this pres ent are not wor thy to be
com pared?  Or shall we say that He is what some one has
called, “in fi nite in dif fer ence,” who has cre ated the world,
wound it up and set it go ing and cares lit tle about what
hap pens to it or to man who inhabits it.  

The world is full of beauty and joy but full of suf fer ing 
and pain.  It is the spirit in which we live and face what co -
mes to us that counts.  We may suf fer in such a spirit of re -
bel lion, such an an gry feel ing of help less de spair that it
blights ev ery part of our be ing.  Or we may suf fer so that
even our dark est mo ments are times of vic tory, so that out
of the pain and an guish co mes God’s beau ti ful gifts that
can turn sorrow into joy.

Paul sets over against the suf fer ings the glory that is to 
be re vealed.  Ad mit tedly, we do not now know very much
about this glory.  As we of ten quote Paul, “Now we see
through a glass darkly,” and John – “It doth not yet ap -
pear what we shall be.”  We do know that the glory that
awaits us is the com plete tri umph over sin – not only over
its power but from its very pres ence.  Be yond that, the
glory which await us is the glory of com plete and per fect
con for mity to Christ, en ter ing into the full ness of His
strength and beauty, His free dom and eter nity, claim ing in
the full est sense that which is in di cated by Paul’s ex pres -
sion, “we are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.”  

This is a truth we should take with us al ways and of
which we should never lose sight.  The un fath om able
bless ed ness of be ing al to gether one with God, shar ing His
glory eter nal will most cer tainly prove, as the old song
says, that “the toils of the road will seem noth ing when we
get to the end of the way.”

Taken from “Grace Broadcaster”

Ed i tor’s Note:  Re mem ber it is not Paul per say: BUT
in spired by the Holy Spirit, as is the whole BOOK!
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An American Heritage
For My Grandchildren

By Pas tor Da vid R. Barnhart

One of my deep est con cerns is that my grand chil dren
may never know or ex pe ri ence the Amer ica I knew in my
youth.  Amer ica was not per fect then by any means, but its
foun da tional val ues were still based on Judeo-Chris tian
prin ci ples.  My heart would re joice if my grand chil dren
could know:

1. An Amer ica pat terned af ter the vi sion of our
found ing fa thers, when “In God We Trust” was not only
en graved on our coins, it was also en graved on the hearts
of our cit i zens.

2. An Amer ica where daily Bi ble read ing and
prayer in pub lic schools we viewed as es sen tial steps to
shape moral char ac ter and build a sure foun da tion for suc -
cess ful living.

3. An Amer ica where pa tri o tism, hon or ing the
flag and show ing re spect for those who served in the mil i -
tary were all ex pres sions of gen u ine grat i tude for liv ing in
this great and free land.

4. An Amer ica where re spect for par ents, teach -
ers, po lice of fi cers and those in au thor ity were both taught
and prac ticed.

5. An Amer ica where the Ten Com mand ments
were dis played openly in pub lic places, be cause they were 
part of the fab ric of our na tion’s life and law.

6. An Amer ica where the con cept of the fam ily
– fa ther, mother and chil dren – was based on the teach ings
of Scrip ture and es tab lished in law.

7. An Amer ica where the un born were pro tected
by law from abor tion; the sick were pro tected from as -
sisted sui cide; and where the el derly were pro tected by
law from eu tha na sia.

8. An Amer ica where il le gal drugs in schools
were nearly un heard of; where drugs were pre scribed by
doc tors and dis trib uted by phar ma cists, not drug-push ers.

9. An Amer ica where Chris tians were at lib erty
to openly speak ing pub lic about their faith and trust in Je -
sus Christ.

10. An Amer ica where the air waves were free
from curs ing and filth, and the book shelves were free of
por nog ra phy.

11. An Amer ica where chil dren played and
walked in their neigh bor hoods with out fear of be ing kid -
napped or mo lested.

12. An Amer ica in which pas tors and churches
were con sid ered a vi tal part in es tab lish ing the na tion’s
cul ture and val ues.

Taken from ‘The Vine and Branches’

The Blood
“….And through Him to rec on cile all things

unto Him self, hav ing made peace through the
blood of His cross.”  Col. 1:20

AT pres ent per haps more than at any time in the past
there is in mode of thought and view of life an aver sion to
the teach ing that the blood of Je sus is ground for atone -
ment and the for give ness of sin.  Men tell us that a God
that de mands blood be fore He can be atoned is a rem nant
of pa gan ism.

But in the Word of God we read; “Apart from shed -
ding of blood there is no re mis sion.”  Right from the first
book of the Bi ble, where we read of Abel’s blood, and to
the last where the song of the Lamb peals forth, the Word
of God says that our only ba sis of sal va tion is He “who
pur chased us unto God with His blood.”  

As blood is the life of the hu man body, so blood is the
life in the Bi ble, too.  If we take the blood out of the Bi ble,
it is with out life from God.  But not only that.  These who
con sider them selves Chris tians with out faith in the blood
of Christ do not pos sess the life in God.  The mul ti tude
which no man can num ber, those who stand saved in the
pres ence of God, out of all races and peo ples and tongues,
they are all there be cause they have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

In the de gree that the word of the blood is sep a rated
from life, teach ing, and faith, in the same de gree the Chris -
tian life in us and about us be comes pale and dies.  In place 
of liv ing Chris tian ity we get “re li gious un rest.”  Let me
say to you who de sire to get to heaven, that you must
never let go your faith in the blood that has rec on ciled us
to God, and that cleanses from all sin.

Sweet the mo ments, rich in bless ing,
Which be fore the cross we spend;
Life and health and peace pos sess ing, 
From the sin ner’s dy ing Friend.

Truly blessed is this sta tion,
Low be fore His cross to lie,
While we are di vine com pas sions
Beam ing in His gra cious eye.

Taken from “Thy Kingdom Come” by Ludvig Hope
Copyright 1939, Special Permission granted by

Augsburg Publishing
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Up Date
ARE YOU GLAD OR DISTURBED?

Cer tainly in these ‘per il ous times’ a per son NEEDS
to be in much prayer as to where the LORD wants you
to in vest your earthly pos ses sions (stew ard ship/fi -
nances) in the last ing work of the King dom of GOD. 
As you are very much aware of there are ever so many
‘chal lenges’ of seek ing your as sis tance in a given
cause: and likely you can’t give to them ALL!  Even as
some of them are very wor thy.    

As you know JESUS talks much about ‘giv ing/in -
vest ing’ your fi nances as it clearly gives an in di ca tion
of where your heart is!  Je sus talks about ‘money’ be -
cause ‘money’ mat ters!  

I be lieve that ‘prayer fully’ a per son is to in vest the
same with ‘min is tries’ that ba si cally are in agree ment
with a per sons con vic tions/doc trines, etc.  Thus
‘prayer fully’ give as the Lord has en trusted to you.

Nat u rally if you are not blest through this min is try
nor in agree ment with the same; cer tainly ‘we’ do not
ex pect you to sup port this min is try fi nan cially.   Just do 
as the LORD lays on your heart as you it is in the
Lord’s Hand’s and HE pri mar ily uses peo ple and ‘we’
be lieve this min is try is im por tant and time is run ning
out!  Souls are at stake! 

Granted one of (if not the most) eco nom i cal means
of get ting the WORD out is the printed page.  This
‘free move ment’ is named af ter Hans Neilsen Hauge
who was more con cerned about get ting the WORD out 
than the at trac tive ness of the pa per it was printed on. 

To day we have approx. 1,600 peo ple on our mail ing
list (which should be en larged, es pe cially in Lu theran
homes); but if each ‘news let ter’ has 3 read ers each -
that makes a con gre ga tion of al most 5,000 pre cious
Souls!  And as you study (2 Tim o thy 2:15) the New
Tes ta ment; you will note time and time again they
‘preached the Word’!      

Thank you for let ting me be very ‘frank’ with you as
the need is real and as a ‘min is try grows’, so do the ex -
penses.  Please re mem ber this min is try in PRAYER
and rest as sured all gifts are ap pre ci ated.  Are you
glad that you can give OR dis turbed?

By the GRACE of GOD we make no apol o gies for
the old time Chris tian ity and seek to fol low the same.

By the way the old time Chris tian ity worked be fore
and it works to day as well - Isa iah 55:11 & 8:20.

May In come for Morn ing Glory was approx.  $1370.

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and send ing each is sue
(month) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,300 plus con -
sid er able other ex penses. 


